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So he returned to Charleston, and there he was a busy
student, concerning himself chiefly with observations
of the country from a professional point of view. Says
Mr. Reid in his "Ohio in the War": "Nothing could
more strikingly exhibit the foundations of that won-
derful knowledge of the topography and resources
of the South which was afterwards to prove so
valuable, than this scrap of a letter to Philemon Ewing:
'Every day I feel more and more in need of an atlas*,
such as your father has at home ; and as the knowledge
of geography, in its minutest details, is essential to a
true military education, the idle time necessarily spent
here might be properly devoted to it. I wish, therefore
you would procure for me the best geography and atlas
(not school) extant.'" Writing from Fort Moultrie he
said: "Since my return I have not been running about in the
city or the island, as heretofore, but have endeavored to in-
terest myself in Blackstone. I have read alHour volumes,
Starkie on 'Evidence/ and other books, semi-legal and
semi-historical, and would be obliged if you would give
me a list of such books as you were required to read,
not including your local or State law. I intend*to read
the second and third volumes of 'Blackstone' again; also
' Kent's Commentaries/ which seem, as far as I am capa-
ble of judging, to be the basis of the common law prac-
tice. This course of study I have adopted from feeling
the want of it in the duties to which I was lately assigned.
... I have no ideaof making the law a professsion ; but
as an officer of the army, it is my duty and interest to be pre-
pared for any situation that fortune or luck may offer. It is for
this alone that I prepare and not for professional practice.
Soon after getting back to Charleston he was assigned
to duty in the upper part of Georgia and Alabama, andman prided him-so full that his form, seemed smaller thantest."    So Mr. Ew-
